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moveable fold, which occupies nearly the whole of the
floor of the cavity of the mouth; this mobility depends
partly upon its power of assuming different shapes, and
partly from the relatively great power it possesses of
altering its position.

If we proceed to examine the structure of this fold,
we find that the entire substance of the tongue ap-
parently consists of a confused mass of muscular fibres
and a little intermediary fat. Upon following the
course of these fibres, we are able to distinguish three
separate muscles on each side, arising upon certain
bone surfaces, and thus we find that six muscles, three
upon each side, passing from different directions, are
intimately bound together at their free ends so as to form
a complicated muscular mass, which penetrates into the
cavity of the mouth and rests upon its floor in the form
of that fold which is known to us as the tongue. In
addition to the elements contributed by these three
muscles, we find, though in a less degree, muscular fibres
which are peculiar to the tongue, their origin, course,
and termination being all within its limits.

The external appearance presented by the tongue
in the cavity of the mouth is that of a long flattened
rounded body, the greater part of the under surface of
which is implanted in the floor of the cavity of the mouth,
while the upper surface, the dorsum, faces freely upwards,
and the apex, or tip, free both above and below, is directed
forwards. The broad posterior end, the base, or root,
lies near the epiglottis, with which it is connected by
a small fold of mucous membrane passing from before
backwards (the glosso-epiglottic ligament)) which, being
attached to the upper surface of the epiglottis, helps to
keep it in a raised position. A similar fold of mucous
membrane, the frenum linguae, passes from the under